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All-star team ready
to hit the road

B THERZ will be tio splaning ofthe wheels when the
Heodo Dream Teaun heads back {o the Jayoo Bay Critetiunt
Series vowing to delend thedr ndividuni and team tities

Teaan leaderand Commormealth Ganes gold medallist
Rochelle Gilmore (pictured) said the team had been yleg
and that cack mmetnb er was capoble of winnlng races.

We have Ui Buexibisty Lo eiasi 2% our sLrategy o eaie
torace and ol always win from e i a buneh spoirs,
whlch gives us the slement of surprise,” Criimore sald 3

The Seam hisbeen stoen@gt hened by the itelasion of
dual Deihi Commoen wealtl Gaames gold medal
Megan Donn whio jolne Glmerse, Pela Madlens,
Tiftany Cramwell and Mel Hoskins i the
Eus-up

To eninctde with the Onits,
WNLC starts o Geslong nexl,
.'-'mnrln“ L@ pubdic ride e
will e Jpeddl by i
Amy Gillett
Feundation.

Sunday Herald Sun
26 December 2010
111

514,000
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TODAY STAGE 1

Geelong - Eastern Park, short circuit
m Amy’s Ride from 8.30am (charity event
for Amy Gillett Foundation)

m Support: 12.30pm m Elite women:

— Hill chimb
’p&‘ Hill ctimb,
R

1.30pm m Elite men: 2.30pm R “‘_‘ ° '
ToMoRROW STAGE 2 £ et Startfiish
o8 S e
' Support: 12.30pm EiCIER s At
m Women: 1.30pm —
:l:::i?;mcs 3 Will stE ¥ STAGE 4
iamstown
Geelong: Ritchie Blvd m Support: 12.30pm,
m Support: 4.30pm, [} m? 310.30;1111.
m Women: 6pm, [ ]
u Men: 7pm m TV: Channel Ten and One HD (nationally)
JANUARY (Cu[\am;iqniships
me trial,
mm criterium, road
race, men, women
CALENDAR  and under-23),

2-5 B Ballarat
Crite}l?.!;‘osg:iye; 16-23 Tour Down
6-11 Australian  Under, Adelaide

Open Road

RIDERS TO

WATCH

Davis, 30
Considerably
trimmer than
he was 12
months ago,
Davis retums to

Geelong after
animpressive
2010 where

he won the men's road race at

the Commorweaith Games and,
even more impressively, finished
third in the road race at the world
championships.
Professional team: Astana
Jayco Bay Classic team:
Bkefug.com

hhbquedmntsmmds
outt the world's best sprinter, Mark
Cavendish, and is on the verge of
msmwwmm

hi in such settings. Has been
second in two stages at the past two
Tours de France,
Professional teamc HTC-Columbia
Jayco Bay Classic team:

02 Networks

Sky slongside
ikesd&’adeyﬁwnxkhedw
Bis early season win last year witha
suoe tory at the 2010 Towr Down

MTOUNICTMSW

finishing off her
pre-season training in the warmer
climes of Austraiia, riding at the

m serious class to the women's
Professional team: HTC-Highroad
Jayco Bay Classic team: SKCC/Gant

Mmmmdhﬂq
erits and dominated last year's
(omotﬂmn wirning three of the

four stages,
Professional team: Lotto Ladies
Team

Bay Classic team:
Honda Women's Cycling Team

Media Outlet Sunday Age
Date 2 January2011
Page 9
Circulation 228,600
TWITTER
Follow The Age’s coverage with Samantha
Lane on twitter@theagesport
WHO'S IN
Men's competition: Twenty teams featuring

Allan Davis, Robbie McEwen, Chris Sutton

(defending champion), Mark Renshaw,
Simon Gerrans, Richie Porte, Matt Goss,
Graeme Brown, Baden Cooke, Greg
Henderson (NZ), Michael Matthews and
Leigh Howard.
Women's competition: Eight teams featuring
Judith Arndt (Ger), Rochelle Gilmore (defending
champion), Megan Dunn, Ashlee Ankudinoff,
Josephine Tomic, Chice Hosking, Kirsty Broun,
Belinda Goss, Sarah Kent and Tiffany Cromwell,
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Gilmore gives her all for world crown

ROGER VAUGHAN
MELBOURNE

ROCIHELLE Gilmore has no time for
such trivialities as Christmas and
New Year.

The Commonwealth Games gold
medallist, 29, had no days off over
the holiday period.

Gilmore is entering a year where
she wants to be in a position to
challenge for the world title.

A few days after winning the
NSW grand prix series, Gilmore
made the perfect start to 2011 by
taking out race one of the Jayco Bay
Classic Criterium series.

She is defending series champion
and her strong Honda team again
rode well, emphasising she is the
rider to beat in this four-race series.
After winning the Games gold in
October in Delhi, Gilmore's two big
goals in her career are the world
road titles later this year in
Denmark and the London Olympics
in 2012.

Sprinters, such as Gilmore, are
licking their lips about Denmark,
which is said to have a much kinder
course profile for them than last
year’s racing in Geelong.

“I'm at that time in my career
where [ want to give it absolutely
everything, because I'm coming to

»

the end of it,” she said.

“I'm definitely getting stronger
still, so I just want to give Denmark
and London 100 per cent.

*“I'hat means every day counts
and you can't just afford to just have
a day here or there off, because it’s
Christmas or New Year.” That
meant spending Christmas Day with
her family only after training was
done, while she was in bed by 9pm
on New Year's Lve.

“Lvery year you think you've
learnt more and can do better, so
to come back on the first race ...
in 2011, it’s a fantastic feeling to
win,” Gilmore said.

After yesterday’s race, Gilmore
dismissed the obvious conclusion
Honda will set up the series win for
her again.

Honda is fielding probably the
strongest team in the series and
Gilmore was Keen to emphasise it
has many tactical options.

“We don't know if T will be racing
for the series win, because any one
of us is capable,” she said.

*“I'oday, the first thing we said
when we finished was, OK, we're all
ready for this, we're all in top form,
we all felt fit, no-one said they
struggled.

“That just means we have more
cards to play.”

Gilmore also rejected any sugges-
tion that Ilonda would have the
series to itself.

She said the depth of women’s
racing in this country was continu-
ing to improve,

“We certainly don’t have the at-
titude that we dominated today or
we're going to dominate,” Gilmore
said.

“There were so

many riders

out there whom we didn't know,
who were making the race hard
for all of us.”

GOING STRONG: Rochelle Gilmore
claims victory yesterday.
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Gilmore takes
‘dream team’
straight to top

By SAMANTHA LANE

I'T WAS an unarthodox New Year's celebra-
ton, but just the kind Rochelle Gilmaore wis
hoping tor — the Delhi Commonwealth
Games gold medallist was in bed at 9pm on
New Years Eve, then rose in the eardy hours
of New Year's Day (o train,

The preparation paid off on yesterday's
second day of the vear as she won the open-
ing stage at the Jayeo Bay Cyeling Classie, to
make an ideal start to her title defence.

Gilmaore heads Honda's outstanding five-
woman oultfit in the field of 58 riders at the
criterivm event around the Bellarine Penin-
sula. They call themselves the “dream team”,
which is apt given that the unit competing in
the four-day competition, which is & prelude
to the national titles in Ballarat and Tour
Dawn Under fater this month, consists of Gil-
more, Peta Mullins, Tiffany Cromwell, Mel-
issa Hoskins and recent Commaonwealth
Games gold medallise Megan Dunn.

Yesterday's eriterinm araund Geelong's
Fastern Park was scheduled 1o be @
45-minute race, plus three final laps of the
bayside course, but was shortened to 30
minutes after an ambulance was needed for
a competitor who was knocked unconseicus
during the warme-up.

In winidy conditions, 2008 champion
Kirsty Broun (Mirgin Blue) got into a break-
away group of three nders late in the race,
but the gap was closed by Homda and Gil-
more's finely tuned sprinters' legs edged her
ahead of Belinda Goss (Vetta Pasta),

This Honda team s likely 1o dominate,
though Gilmore tried 1o be maodest about the
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reanm's expectations and rejected the sugges-
tion she is planning a victory clean-sweep.

“No way. We doo’t even know il I'll be
racing for the series win because any one of
us are capable,” she said ahead of wday’s
tougher Portarlington course. “The first thing
we said when we finished was 'we're all ready
for this, we're all in top form’, that just means
that we've got inore cards to play.”

Dunn, who is also a lormer Bay Classic
champion, disobeyved dortor's orders by
racing, She fractured her wrist in the Oceania
championships a month ago amnd was sport-
ing a hot pink cast yesterday but was not
deterred even when she crashed md-race,
o0m |
STAGE :

NEACOWBE ST

Portarlington.  TOMORROW  WEDNESDAY
W STAGE 3 STAGE 4
LM

; Geefong, Hilliamstown
omen Sy Su
.”’; Women: Women:
23D bpm 1.30pm
b Men: 7w Men: 2.300m
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Gilmore’s girls storm the Jayco Bay

PETER KOGOY

ROCHELLE Gilmore shrugged
off a severe hayfever attack on a
windswept Eastern  Gardens
course in Geelong to stamp her
authority an a world-class field in
the Jayco Bay International
criterium series vesterday.

For the past two years, Gilmaore
has battied an allergy to grass and
pollen, which gets worse at this
time of year:

“The doctors, and I've seen
plenty ever the last two years, tell
me that I'm super-sensitive to
grass and palien,” Gilmore sald.

“Medication helps, but there
are days like today, when you race
in such a beaut setting, that it is
made much worse by the swirling
wind. That’s when 1 just try and
block it out of my mind. There
have been days when [ just don’t
want to geton my bike” .

Yesterday, thankfully, wasn't

one of these days, as Gilmore, who
recently burned 29, rpdea superhly
Judged race &5 captain of the newly
formed Honda Dream Team to
win the opening round of the four-
THCE Serses,

“It's just a fantastic feeling to
win the ficst (women's) race of the
year after the success | had at the
Conumon wealth Games, * she said.

“Since I've come home ['ve also
taken out the Noosa ceiterivm and
won the navgural NSW Grand
Prix series.

“As ycu know, this is a team
sport and | wouldn't have been
able to dodt without them, against
alot ol streang teams.”

Hondacerlainly has assembled
astrong unit behind Gmore 1tin-
cludes Victorian Peta Mullens,
Dubba’s Megan Dunn, Tiffany
Cromwell from South Australia
and Melissa Hasking from West-
e Australia.

“As o team we certainly haven't
got the at-itude that we are going

to dominate today or going to
dominate in the senes, bocause
there were so many riders out
there that we didn't know about,
that made the race hard.

“1tmade for an even harder race
to control, because we didn't know
which riders ta chase or not to
chase, What is clear is that there i
a lot of new and exciting talent
coming through in Australia,

"It wasa really full-on, fast race,
We tried to cover everything, but |
thought we did miss a few breaks
and that macde all of us nervous,”

The opening race of the
women's series was shortened to
three laps of the L8km course
overeaking the eastem end of the
Geelong waterfeoat after Brittany
Landers crashed heavily in the
wanm-up, suffeving a head injury.

Race commissaire Doug Liver-
more said Landers had touched
wheels with another rider. "She
was unconscious for quite a few
minutes,” he said.

The Australian
3January 2011
16

131,246
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Gilmore starts new year in style

BRADLEY GREEN

made 2 strong start to her quest
for an historic third straight
crown.
Gilmore took out ?iem:rday‘a
pening stage around Eastern
Park in 2 s
Tasmanian

The race start was delayed by
almost 40 minutes - and
shortened to a half-an-hour dash -
after Gold

Geelong hospital by ambulance.

However, the delay did not af-
fect Gilmore and her Honda team-
mates, who virtually controlled
the race in a similar pattern to last
month’s New South Wales grand
prix series.

‘While the likes of Jayco AIS pair
Amanda Spratt and Lauren
Kitchen and Germany’s Judith
gﬂtﬁh tried hard to k?t:hak away

m the chasl.ug pacl ey were
always reeled by the end of the lap
in by aHonda rider, whether that
be Peta Mullins, 'I‘if&ny Cromwell
or Megan Dunn.

“We certainly don’t have the
attitude that we dominated today

Pﬂ|l.lM. Rochelle Gilmore (centre).

or that we're going to dominate
because there were so many riders
out there that we didn’t know who
were making the race hard, o that
makes it really hard to control the
race,” Gilmore said after he win.

“We don’t know what riders to

chase 5o it’s clear there’s a lot of
new talent coming through in
Australia and when we come back
10 race in Australia we no longer
know all of our competition.

“Tt was a really full on, fast race
and we tried to cover everything
but we did miss a few breaks and

that makes us nervous about the
next few days.”

The Commonwealth Games
women’s road race gold medallist

Points standings

Rochelle Gilmore...
Belinda Goss......
Nicole Whitburn.........
Peta Mullins ...
Kirsty Broun ......
Judith Arndt ..

isleaving no stone unturned in her
quest to ride for Australia at this
year’s world championships in
Denmark and next year’s London
Apa?tcsno 0-day holiday to
m a 10-day hol
Dubai after the Commonwealth
Games, where she visited her
Eidimg up. the ‘males sraining
up the g
virtually every day since.
“I didn’t do Christmas, I didn't
do New Year's eve, I've just been

lown.
the way through,” Gilmore sﬂd

“Idid socmhse with my

Day but that was after
the hard work had been done and
1 was in bed at 9pm on New Year's
Eve and got up early the next
morning and went training.

“I'm in that time of my career
where 1 really want to give it
absolutely everything. 'm coming
to the end of my career but I'm
definitely getting stronger.”
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Goss outsprints top-class field

THE 22nd edition of the Bay
Classic yesterday opened with im-
pressive wins by two riders of

whom different things are ex-
pected.
Commonwealth Games road

race champion and defending Bay
Classic title-holder Rochelle
Gilmore, of the Honda Dream
Team, captured the women’s race
in a hard fought affair with
Tasmanian Belinda Goss. of Vetta.
in a result that many had pre-
dicted before the start of the
relatively flat two-kilometre cir-
cuit around Eastern Park in
Geelong.

However, the men’s race pro-
duced a less predictable result, if
only due to the gilt-edged quality

of the field and perhaps the under-
rated qualities of Tasmanian Matt
Goss, riding for E3/Pure
Tasmania. Goss was largely over-
loocked in pre-race
prognostications, despite his cre-
dentials as a stage winner of last
year's Giro d'Ttalia.

However, the man who has been
largely referred to in cycling circles
as a lead-out man to the likes of
HTC-Columbia teammates Andre
Greipel and Mark Cavendish is
rapidly building a winning record
of his own opening his Bay Classic
account with a fine win.

Yesterday’s scalps included last
year's series winner Chris Sutton,
of Team Sky, world championship
bronze medallist Allan Davis, of

Bikebug.com, Olympic gold medal-
list Graeme Brown, of Urban,
Geelong’s rising young tyro Leigh
Howard, and world under-23
champion Michael Matthews, of
Urban.

The top six are all world-class
speedsters and were shaded by
‘Goss on the long finishing straight.

The day began with the sixth
annual Amy’s Ride challenge in
Geelong, which honours the late
Amy Gillett who was killed during
a training ride in Germany in
2005.

The Bay Classic continues
tomorrow at the coastal town of
Portarlington.
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Life's no holiday for
golden giH Gilmore

MELBOURNE

Rochelle Gilmore has no time for
trivialities such as Christmas and
New Year

There were no days off for the 29-
year-old Commonwealth Games
gold medallist over the holiday
period as she prepares to challenge
for the world title.

A few days after winning the
NSW grand prix series, Gilmore
made the perfect start to 2011 by
taking out race one of the Jayco Bay
Classic Criterium series vesterday

Gilmore is defending champion
and her strong Honda team again
rode well, emphasising that she is
the rider to beat over the four races.

After winning the Games gold in
October. Gilmore's two big goals
are the world road titles later this
year in Denmark and the London
Olympics.

Sprinters such as Gilmore are
licking their lips about Denmark,
which is said to have a much kinder

course profile than last vear's event
in Geelong.

“I'm at that time in my career
where | want to give it absolutely
everything because I'm coming to
the end of it,” she said.

“I'm definitely getting stronger
still, so I want to give Denmark and
London 100 per cent.

“That means every day counts
and you can’t afford to just have a
day here or there off because it's
Christmas or New Year."”

That meant spending Christmas
day with her family only after
training was done, and she was in
bed by 9pm on New Year's Eve,

“Every year you think you've
learnt more and can do better, so to
come back on the first race ... in
2011, it's a fantastic feeling to win,”
she said.

But Gilmore dismissed the
obvious conclusion that Honda will
set up the series win for her again.

Honda are fielding probably the
strongest team in the series and
Gilmore emphasised they have
many tactical options.

"We don’t know if I will be racing
for the series win, because any one
of us are capable,” she said.

“Today, the first thing we said
when we finished was, OK, we'reall
ready for this, we'reall in top form,
we all felt fit, no one said they had
struggled. That just means we have
more cards to play.”

Gilmore rejected a suggestion
that Honda would have the series to
themselves, saying the depth of
women’s racing in Australia was
improving.

“We certainly don’t have the atti-
tude that we dominated today or
we're going to dominate, because
there were so many ridersout there
who we didn't know who were mak-
ing the race hard,” she said.
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Matthews
shines at
Portarlington

THE tough Portarlington circuit took
its predicted toll on the Bay Classic
cycling series as two contenders
crashed and two young stars shone
again,

Itwasagreatday for newly-crowned
under-23 world champion Michael
“Bling” Matthews, who took the
overall lead yesterday by winning
race two of the four-event series.

Tiffany Cromwell also emphasised
the strength of the Honda team in
the women’s series when she staged
a daring solo break to win her race,

Honda team captain Rochelle
Gilmore, the defending Classic
champion, retained the series lead.

But another leading Australian
woman, Belinda Goss, was taken to
hospital with asuspected broken left
collarbone when she crashed on the
notorious corner at the start of the
finishing straight early in her race.

She is out ol action for several
weeks and her absence is a major
blow for the women's series because
Goss was one rider who could have
challenged Honda.

Former series champion Graeme
Brown also crashed on the back of
the course, three laps from the finish
of the men’s event.

Brown, unlike Goss, will keep
racing in the series, but his overall
chances are over.

Brown, often a fiery character,
would normally speak his mind
freely after such an incident.

But he was biting his tongue so
hard as he sat in an ambulance
post-race, his left arm covered in
cuts and scratches, that it almost
looked like he was about to bleed
from the mouth as well.

All he would say later was that
he was “putting it down (o a race
incident”.

Thisis Matthews’ first Classic series
and the Geelong area is becoming a
happy hunting ground for the young
star known as “Bling”.,

He and Tour de France stage
winner Simon Gerrans managed to
make their two-man break stick and
Matthews outsprinted his better-
credentialled rival for the race win.
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Cromwell overrules

BRADLEY GREEN

A NASTY crash on the

lap of yeswr—
day’s elite women's race
hnsendedthe.rsyco Bay
Classic title hopes of
Tasmanian cyclist
Belinda Goss.

Goss, who tums 27 on
Thursday, is out of the
series suffering a
broken left collarbone
when she fell on the no-
tortous final corner of the
tough Portarlington cir-

Her serious injury put

titie is likely to be Virgin
Blue's Kgsty Broun,
Broun, the 2008 winner,
trails Gilmore by seven

brouzbt down Goss

S piacegtiier Alex

1. Tiffany Cromwetl (above)
2. Lauren Kitchen

3. Alex Carie

4, Emma Mackie

5. Katherine O'Shea

OVERALL
1. Glimore (17)
2, Cromwell (12
3. Kitchen (10)

Carle (Jayco AIS),
Gilmore said she couid
foresee the accident as
the field headed dowm
towards tne corner and
was lucky to dodge injury
hersell,

“Theré’s & lot of ner-
vous people out there on

ﬂ!em'stlapand,oomini
down the hill into tha
oomel‘!premcudltm
way too fast" Gilmore

‘I left myself that
safety zone, but T could
see the riders in front or
me fell very h:n'dd a

was trying to do e
bikes and riders. X

“‘BEverybody gets

scared at Portarlington

racing.

But they couldn’t
shake clear of Cromwell,
who then took the lead
with 15 minutes to go
and never ¥ d

it.
“'rhegrlawexeexpect-
a breakaway because
lv.sgthecmumannt'llg«:pta
little bit womzd h

two
tg{emer.w
d

E
“I knew 1 was er
than Alex because
a bit but

was

when Lauran came
E N ¢ can
mﬁﬂ that's not my

tomweu
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Matthews rises to top

MICHAEL Matthews
displayed maturity

beyond his years to win
stage two of the Jayco
Ba Clagsic In
Portarlington

The 20-year-old 15 one of
Australia’s I‘I'lm

t.

Riding for Urban, the
every

that ciass to edge out the

cmmud Simon Gerrans in
a speint. for the line.

In the women's & 9
Hondd demongtrated its
g:lpth when ‘l'lmmy Cromwell

uted for a commanding
victory, while Rochelie
Giknore strengthened her gnp
on the leader's

away about
into the hol::ﬂg men's IIEO.
Ieﬁ. to it out for the |l:
m s 8’2
ts after

Pushed to limit: Michael Malthews wins stage two of the Ja&? Bay Classic Irom Simon ana had won mﬂ:m ina
in Por : STEPHEN HARMAN buneh sprint, enough 1o give

JRYCO BAY CYCLING CLASSIC

STAGR B GEELONG, TODAY
ipn ﬂlm women . 1|n Elite men

champion Ohrln susm a
further five points back,

ki the green jerssy on a
countback from Oraeme
Brown.

Cromwel, too, was superb.
Mstthews got & small break  The ﬂ-ysw-old was

on his 30-year-ald apponent at  Lauren Kitchen
the base of the to the
Bnish line.
ity

we made a $0-secol gap
or 50, So il was g down second ntarmedi-
ate sprint, winning by 30
seconds

Gilmore's main challenger
for onrnll nanours, Belnda
55, crashed out on the
second lap and has a
suspectad broken collarbone
Gilmore Jeads the women's
standings by five points from
Cromwell, with Kitchen a
further bwo poinss behind,

olnt. feom st one winner
p Mattbhew Oou‘?‘w.lbh defending
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Goss out of Classic

CYCLING

[Lcading Australian cyclist Belinda Goss has
crashed out of the Jayeo Bay Classic Series with a
suspected broken collar bone.

Series leader Rochelle Gilmore was also
involved in the sume crash carly 1n race two at
Portarlington, but was able to finish sixth and
retain the overall lead.

Gilmore's Honda teammate Tiffany Cromwell
won the race with a well executed solo breakaway.

The Portarlington circuit is notorious for its
corner at the start of the finishing straight and this
was where the crash happened.

Goss was second behind Gilmore in race one,
but she now faces several weeks on the sidelines
with this latest injury.

Sheis one of Australia’s top women cyclists and
rode on the track last October at the
Commonwealth Games. Her injury isa blow to the
Classic Series because she was one of the main
rivals to the strong Honda team.
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Gilmore says Honda team ready to take on world

By SAMANTHA LANE

NAILING her title defence
with another stage win,
assisted by another flawless
performance  from  her
Honda team in Geelong,
Rochelle Gilmore announced
her plans for the unit that is
dominating domestic com-
petition to become an inter-
national force and Australia’s
first professional female
oultfit.

Gilmore, the recent Con-
monwealth Games road race
champion, cannot be sur-
passed in the overall stand-
ings of the Jayco Bay Cveling
Classic even if she fails to
score points in today’s [inal
stage.

On the tight, difficult
course on the Geelong fore-
shore last night, which saw a
starting field of 44 cut down
by more than half, Gilmore
was delivered perfectly to the
finish line at the end of the
third eriterium of this vear's

series. She beat Chloe Hosk-
ing, her national teammate
in New Delhi who is riding
for  TDD/Race/Bikeforce
here.

Peta Mullens” third pla-
cing meant that the green
jersey for best sprinter was
passed on between Honda
riders. The extent to which
the team has dominated this
week's four-stage event is
clear in the overall standings
— Honda riders hold first,
second and fifth position in
the general classification and
are first and second in the
sprint classification after the
penultimate stage.

National eriterium cham-
pion Kirsty Broun (Virgin
Blue), third overall, is the
best placed competitor out-
side of the Honda quintet,
while German world cham-
pion Judith Arndt is fourth.

“My biggest aspiration is
to turn the Honda dream

team into an Australian UCI
women's professional team,”
said Gilmore, who rides for
professional European team
Lotto/Honda, but has a per-

sonal  and  professional
interest in her Australian out-
fit.

Gilmore said she would
begin talks with Australia’s
cyeling hierarchy — includ-
ing key financial backer
Gerry Rvan — about her
plans in coming weeks.

“I'm going to start talking
with them after our next race,
which is Tour Down Under.”

Germany's Arndt anim-
ated last night’s race from the
outset, leading a group of
eight  breakaway riders,
which surprisingly did not
include any Honda riders.

The gap got out to 17
seconds before the chase
group, driven by Cromwell,
caught up halfway through
the 45-minute street race.

By the bell lap, Cromwell
led the peloton and Gilimore
was sitting in sixth. The most
accomplished sprinter in the
field, Gilmore timed her dash
perfeetly.

“It's just a great feeling to
be able to sit back in the
peloton and have a relaxed
mind and know that it's not
going to be up to me to finish
the job off because one of the
other girls will do it,” she
said.

CLASSIC — STAGE 3

WOMEN

1. Rochelle Gimore 12pts
2. Chloe Hosking 10
3. Peta Mullens 8
General classification

1. Rachelle Gilmore 29
2. Peta Mullens 17
3. Kirsty Broun 16
Sprint

1. Peta Mullens 9
2. Tiffany Cromwell 8
3. Lauren Kitchen 7
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Victory by half a tyre width

PETER KOGOY
CYCLING

IN the end it came down to half
the width of a tyre, with race
afficials calling for a photograph
to decide the winner,

Not even race commentator
Phil Liggett could pick the
winner.

After deliberating forsome
time, the judges ruled In favour of
Bernie Sulzberger, 27, from the
E3-Pure Tasmania squad,
unemployed and with little
prospects of finding a new
professional team inEurope this
year following the collapse of the
Pegasus Pro-continental project.

The race judges gave the Corio
Ray leg of the Jayco International
criterium series in Geelong to
Sulzberger last night by just
30mm, refegating former New
Zealand track woeld champion
Greg Henderson tosecond in one
of the closest finishes recorded in
the 22-year history of the series.

The pair, along with
Sulzberger’s younger brothee
Wes, wha rides for the French
Fdl squad, along with Baden
Cooke, a green jersey winner at
the Tour de France, had waged a
dogged duel from about the
halfway mark of the one hour
plus five-lap closed circuif race.

The hrothers chased down a
solo breakaway by Henderson
and when Cooke bridged across,
the four worked solidly to enjoy i
33-second lead at one point from
the chasers,

Just when it seemed Cooke
was ready to Jaunch his own
counter-attack, luck deserted
him. A broken chain two laps
from the end when pushing hard
out of the bottom corner at the
northern end of the 605m hot-
dog course ended his night’s

racing Such was the pace setby
the breakaway, move than half
the field failed to finish, wkilethe
race commisaires also
disqualified Queensland’s Aaron
Kemps and Victorian Chris
Timms for not heeding the rules
following a mechanical mishap,

A rider who fallsor hasa
mechanical failure in a criterium
is allowed one lap out. But
commisaire Doug Armstrong
caught both Kemps and T-mms
sitting out an extra lap before
trying to re-enter the race.

Canberra's Michael Metthews
{Team Urban}still ¢lings to the
vellow jersey going into taday’s
final stage at Williamstown, two

ints clear of Matt Goss

E3-Pure Tasmania), follewed by
BernieSulzberger.

“The plan heading into
Williamstown is for my team to
fnold the field together foranall-
up bunch sprint finish,”
Matthews said.

"Il race tonight was very
hard. I guess when the
breakaway four got away and
started worldng, it took a bit of
pressure of all of us back in the
main bunch.”

With 12 points up for grabs,
any one of seven riders can sti
claim the golden fleece inthe
men’s, with 10 points separating
Matthews from seventh-placed
Wes Subzberger.

Inthe women's division,
Honda Dream Team cap-ain
Rochelle Gilmore, and the squad
asaunit, again showed theirclass
in dominating last night’s race.

It was Gilmore's second win in
the series and no matter what
happens intoday’s final race, she
can'tlose the yellow jersey, as she
holds a 12-point margin ever
teammate Peta Mullen, with

- Virgin Blue's Kirsty Broun third

on 16 points.

Media Outlet
Date
Page

Circulation

TheAustralian
5 January 2011
25

131,246



WRIGHTS’

Media Outlet

Date
Page

Circulation

Bendigo Advertiser
5 January 2011

33

14,582

Gilmore treble

GEELONG - Cycling
star Rochelle Gilmore

has continued her
domination of the Jayco
Bay Classic series,

despite a basic mistake
at the finish.

Gilmore, the defending
champicn, won last night
at Geelong and cannot
be beaten for the cverall
honours with one race
left.

This will be the third
time she has won the
classic,

But racing out of the
linal corner in last night’s
race, Gilmore realised she
was in too small a gear for
the final sprint.

Honda teammate Peta
Mullens from Bendigo
gave her the perfect
lead-out and Gilmore was
able Lo click into the big
chain ring and outsprint
Chloe Hosking.

Gilmore won the road
race last October at the
Commonwealth Games
and Hosking was alse
second there.

Gilmore alsc won race
one on Monday and now

has 29 points, 12 clear of

Mullens, who was third in
the latest race.

With 12 peints on offer
for each race win, Gilmore
has an insurmountable

ROLLING ON: Commonw/ealth Games champion Rochelle Gilmore

lead because she has two
wins and Mullens has
none.

But that will not bother
the Honda Dream Team
teammates as their team
continues its iron grip on
the women's series,

Team-mate Tiffany
Cromwel]l won race two
and they will go for the
clean sweep in race four
at Williamstown.

Gilmore's long-term

aim is to turn the Honda
Dream Team into a
fully-fledged professional
team.

In the men's race,
Tasmanian cyvelist
Bernard Sulzberger
scored a badly-needed
win as the men’s Jayco
Bay Classic series
standings received a
major shake-up.

Sulzberger, his younger
brother Wes. Baden

Cooke and New Zealander
Greg Henderson were in
a four-man break that
<deminated race three,
Standings, Matthews
23, Goss 21, B. Sulzberger
19, Henderson 16,
Davis 14, Sutton 14, W.
Sulzberger 13, Gerrans
10, Cocke 8, Howard 9.

Today's final round
starts at noon at
Williamstowrs

- AAP
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Team Gilmore dominate

ROGER VAUGHAN

CYCLING star Rochelle
Gilmore has continued her
domination of the Jayco Bay
Classic series, despite a basic
mistake at the finish.

Gilmore, the defending
champion, won on Tuesday
night at Geelong and cannoft
be beaten for the overall
nonours with one race left.

This will be the third time
she has won the classic.

But coming out of the final
corner on Tuesday, Gilmore
realised with horror that she
was in too small a gear for the
final sprint.

Honda team-mate Peta
Mullens gave her the perfect
lead-out and Gilmore was
able to click into the big chain
ring and out-sprint Chloe
Hosking for the win.

Gilmore won the road race
last October at the Common-
wealth Games and Hosking

Rochelle Gilmore

was also second there.

“I was a little bit panicky at
the finish there because I
looked down after the corner,
[s) 200m from the finish,
and I was in the little chain
ring,” Gilmore said.

“I knew once we were up to
speed that wouldn't be
enough gear, so I had to take
the pressure off the pedals for
a couple of seconds to get
into the big chain ring.

“I was a bit nervous. but I

thought I'd give it 100 per
cent, I had Peta in front of me
and it played out again.”

Gilmore also won race one
two days ago and now has 29
points, 12 clear of Mullens,
who was third on Tuesday
night.

With 12 points on offer for
each race win, Gilmore has an
insurmountable lead because
she has two wins and Mullens
has none.

But that will not bother the
Honda Dream Team team-
mates as their team con-
tinues its iron grip on the
WOINEN's Series,

Team-mate Tiffany Crom-
well won race two and they
will go for the clean sweep in
race four.

“It’s just a great feeling to
be able to sit back in the
peloton and have a relaxed
mind, knowing that it's not.
going to be up to me”
Gilmore said.

— AAP

Geelong Advertiser
5 January 2011
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Defending champ looking good in yellow

Hungry Gilmore

Matt Windley

ROCHELLE Gilmore all
but assured herself of
consecutive Jayco Bay
Classic vicetories with
another stage win in
Greelong last night.

Gilmore proved why she
is one of Australia’s most
formidable sprint cyclists in
a bunch finish to the line on
Richie Boulevard.

The 2010 Commonwealth
Games road race gold
medallist barely rose out of
first gear in leading Chlce
Hoskins and teammate
Peta Mullins across the line
for her second stage win,

Gilmore leads Mullins by
12 points in the overall
standings with only teday's
stage in Williamstown

remaining.

And with 12 peints
awarded for a stage win,
Gilmore is all but certain to
take overall henours for the
third time, equalling Anna
Wilson's record.

“The Jayco Bay Classic is-
the maost prestigious race [
could possibly want to win
in Australia in the sum-
mer,” Gilmore said,

“To win it last year was
fantastic because I'd won it
years ago as a Very young
rider and then struggled
through another eight years.
trying to win it again.

“I'm used to that feeling
from last vear of winning
the Jayco Bay Classic and
what it means to actually
win that series because all

JAYCO BAY CYCLING CLASSIC

STAGE 4 WILLIAMSTOWN,

TODAY

1.30pm: Elite women « 2.30pm: Elite men

of the best riders in Aus-
tralia come to fight it out
here like it's a world title,”

Gilmore, 29, leads a Team
Honda outfit that is fast
becoming one of the most
dominant Australian
cycling teams in history.

And she has ambitions to
take the team overseas.

“My biggest aspiration is
to tum the Honda Dream
Team inte a Australian UCI
women's professional
team."

“And my goal is to do that
as soon as possible,”

In wearing the sprinter’s
green jersey, Mullins will try
to make it a Honda clean
sweep In today’s final stage.
The top three in the
women's sprint — Mullins,

teammate Tiftany
Cromwell and Jayco AIS's
Lauran Kitchen — were tied
on six peints heading into
the last intermediate
sprint, before Mullins beat
Cromwell and then Kitchen
te the line. Mullins said
getting as many Team
Honda riders on to the final
podium would be the major
focus today.

“Our aim is the yellow
jersey and we just want to
prove to the other teams
how dominant we really are
and take them all
home."Kirsty Broun, win-
ner of the 2009 Bay Classic,
is third with 16 points, a
point behind Mullins.

Herald Sun
5January 2011
58

514,000

wheel: leade
:2;&1"0 Gilmors

Jayco Bay
Classic in Geelong

ey drepHEN
HARMAN
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Gilmore clinches crown

Cycling star Rochelle Gilmore has
continued her domination of the Jayco
Bay Classic series, despite a basic
mistake at the finish.

Gilmore, the defending champion,
won last night at Geelong and cannot be
heaten overall with one race left. It will
be her third win in the event.

Coming out of the final corner
yesterday, Gilmore realised that she was
in too small a gear for the final sprint.

Honda teammate Peta Mullens gave
her the perfect lead-out and Gilmore
was able to click into the big chain ring
and out-sprint Chloe Hosking.
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CYCLING
By SAMANTHA LANE
IN THE final 150 metres of
the Bay Classic, Matt Goss
i himself as

in-form sprinter fram Aus-
tralia’s deep -roll-call and
snatched his first crown at
the annual waxmm -up cri-
terium series that typically
proves a reliable formguide
before the Tour Down

By narrowly beating Allan
Davis, bronze medallist in
the road-race world champi-
onships last year, and out-
pointing junior world road-

amstown erday, CGoss
topped the leaders’ board
and Iravels o the national
titles and the fiest ProTour
event of his fifth season
g with confidence,

Al the event entered by
two European professional
outfits for the fiest time,
Team Sky and Garmin-
Cervelo, an exclusively Tas-
manian team walked away
top dog. It was Goss's idea to
join  forces with the
Sulzberger brothers, Bernie
and Wes, Luke Ockerby and
Joel Stearnes to form E3/Pure
Tasmania for the 22nd edi-
tion of the race and it reaped
three e victories, best
team and the indi tide.

“I've put in some hard
yards over the last couple of
months and really tried 1o be
in_better form here than in
other years and it has shown

nds his form wit

ST

@ AN oy 2]
3. Kirsty Broun (wirgin Bue) 23

I think," Goss, who rides pro-
fessionally for HTC-High
Roanll.;udmhumugm
“It's a great start to o
1 couldn ukhabmqy::n
«. . the next is the narion-
als and Tour Down Under.

Seven men remained in

was one
and midway hrough the
hour-los ctiterivim  he
attemnpted n wake a mean.
ingful break from the peleton
with Mark Renshaw and
David Peil.

Tour de Frarce green jer-
sey winner Baden Cooke aleo
made a late chasge, but it was

Matt.
Goss, Davis (Bikebug con)
and Matthews  {Urban

q&(m)mnmmm-mm

this morning as ! was yester-
day s0 coming into the sprini
Twasn't as confident.”

Hotels) who fought out the

by half a wheel.
“It sucks but it’s racing,™
Matthew:m sajlid after kr::l:-
uishing jersey. *1 1
?\ad 10 be in front at the last
corner but I just couldn’t
quite get there in all the mess
+.. [wasn't feeling as good

and Okym)
Germany’s Judith Arndt,
claimed by a whisker.

Three other women have
won the series back-to-back

PICTURE: VINCE CALIGIURY

before her, Kathy Wart
(1994-95), Aona  Wilson
(1998.99) and Oenone Wood
{2004-05).

“It has been a fantastic
week. Obviously it’s a new
feeling today to run second
. . I went out after it late and
it was just a couple of centi-
metres too late | Butto
be beaten by Judith Amdt is
nothing to be disappointed
about”

perfect timing

Support for
sprint series

By SAMANTHA LANE

A FOUR-DAY event around the
Bellaring Paninsula should
determine i
torium rather than
:'B :Ioluufnu; taldng plx
arat 1, according to
"Auumlht ml-mle road
der.

Rochelie Glimore, who wan
her second consecutive Bay
wu-mwy’?-my
a healthy margin, <al
tonight's events would not
necessarily bo wom by Austra.
fia's best oriterium racers.
“Itwas a classic case last
yoar of not the strongost rider,
0¢ the most p| & rider,
winning the ace.' Gilmore said,
refesring to the victory by rower-
turned cyclist Carly Light after
an early solo break. *I think the
chance of the Honda Dream
Team palling off the win [this
year] is probably greater than
saying | will pul off the win
because. . . the strongest per-
son doasn't always win, its o
very tactical race.
Gilmore sald she backed her

last
year's sliver meallist, Chloe
Hasking, fifth overall in the Bay
Classic.

¥ Fallow the natonals on
Toitter@theagesport
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